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For a tray of food
. . . My brother, trying to get a petition (going) 

with these brothers you will have to have an act 
of congress. This is the work pod, they are not 
going to do anything. I’m still trying to get them 
to write the Department of Labor, federal and 
state. Nothing but one brother has written. The 
state wrote back and gave me another address 
to write. I haven’t heard from them or the fed-
eral yet. Someone in here told the sergeant that 
I was writing these people. And I don’t think she 
sent the letters out, that — and me mailed out.

All these brothers in this pod think about is 
football, how many guns they had and who got 
killed, and talking about each other, and begging 
to work for free. They would not let me work 
for a month, because I told them that I was not 
going to paint a pod for two trays of food at 
night that consists of beans and rice and bread. 
It would cost them twenty five thousand dollars 
to hire some one to paint just one pod, and they 

have these black men doing it, for a tray of food.
Several people have quit, because I explained 

to them how much it would cost to paint that 
pod, and she be yelling at them all day. I told my 
cousin that he was a slave, for letting [her] holler 
at him, and saying what he better do, and rush-
ing them. This is the third pod they have painted, 
that’s 75-80 thousand dollars, for a tray of beans 
and rice.

It’s bad enough that we are doing kitchen 
work, janitor work, waxing, stripping floors for 
nothing. And you try to get me to paint, even 
the officer said that they were crazy to paint 
those pods, they have said that they won’t do it, 
the kitchen head man said that he had been try-
ing to get them to write the board of labor for 
years. That’s what he said to me and —, what;s 
wrong with our people. Do some of us rather 
(that we are) in bondage? Do you really think so?

— C.T..



What is feedback?
Feedback is a publication of Inside-Outside Alliance, a group of volunteers trying to support the struggles 
of those inside (or formerly inside) the Durham jail, and their families and friends. We recognize that any 
of us can be outside one day, inside the next -- the revolving door of incarceration. We also participate 
in struggles against police harassment and brutality. For several months, Inside-Outside Alliance has 
maintained a website called Amplify Voices Inside (amplifyvoices.com) that publishes the words of Dur-
ham jail inmates and former inmates talking about conditions inside and outside and how they see the 
world. The name Amplify Voices Inside comes from something a brave and rebellious inmate wrote in the 
fall of 2012. This publication, Feedback, is a sampling of contents of the website from the past several 
months. When something amplified is redirected at the source ofthe sound, the effect is called feedback. 
That is what this is: the voices that have been amplified to the outside world being re-broadcast inside 
the walls of the jail. Writer’s initials have been changed to protect identities and minimize repressive 
attacks and harassment.

To get in touch, write to: Inside-Outside Alliance, PO Box 1353, Durham, NC 27701.
Or, if you are able to, send an email: insideoutsidealliance@gmail.com
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“If only they would give us real help instead of dead time they 
would see a difference”
Hello,
    I am happy to receive a letter back from 
you. It’s always nice to have a letter to read. 
I’m not a bad person you know, I just wasn’t 
given a very good head start. From the time I 
could walk my father was abusive to me and 
my mother. When I was 12 he and my uncle 
were murdered in a double homicide in Milford, 
CT. After that, I needed guidance but my mom 
abandoned me to the wolves. I had to fend for 
myself. My story is the same for so many young 
men. We all need help but the state and the 
fucked up justice systems prey on us because 
we are under-educated. If only they would give 
us real help instead of dead time they would 
see a difference. But they won’t do that because 

we are a business to them. For the majority I 
am fine. I live inside my head for most the day. 
Which is necessary because the less I stay near 
the c.o. the better. You know I had this female 
c.o. say that I should get life for what I did, 
then when I got a picture of my baby boy she 
comes up to me all nice like asking to see my 
son. LOL! When I told her no she got all mad 
at me. But what was I supposed to do forget 
about what she said to me? I just can’t do that. 
I refuse to forget the wrong people do. That 
may not be the best for me, but I can’t help it.
  Anyhow, thank you for your advice and 
yes you can post (anything). Please con-
tinue to write, I look forward to your letters.
 - P.M.

Toothpaste caulk keeps the cold air out
    Got your letter. Me and my cell mate will 
be looking for you all on New Year’s Eve. Now 
the C.O. I was talking about was telling me that 
I should have checked my tray before I got it 
off the cart. Basically, he implied that I put the 
hair in my food which was not my hair and he 
then told me that what could he do as he does 
not work in the kitchen. He did call someone 
and they brought another tray, but the C.O. 
told me to eat at the cart since the trays were 
getting ready to go back to the kitchen. Since I 
don’t work as a trustie (?) I do not know if they 
wear hair net and gloves, but since I found hair I 

would say not. Most of the C.O.’s are cool and 
are not hard asses. We do have a few that are.
     Oh, here is a good one for you from back 
on the 17th. I have a pinched nerve in my neck 
from when I got locked up (in October). I have 
paperwork from Duke stating as such. I asked 
for an extra mat or medical mat which is thicker. 
I was denied, for what reason I don’t know. I did 
finally get a single blue mat. But anyway, on the 
17th of December, my whole right arm went 
numb because of the pinched nerve. I made a 
sick call and on the 19th I went. The nurse told 
me since I was already denied (cont. on page 3)
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‘Female PODS and Their Stresses’
    At this current moment, there are serious is-
sues in 5-D. The only female POD in DCJ (Dur-
ham County Jail). For starters there is a lady that 
took at TB test…her arm is red with severe dis-
coloration. It is believed that she is infected, and 
due for an x-ray to determine her results. As 
of yet, she is still in open population. From my 
understanding TB is airborne. No concern for 
our safety has been established! It’s ok as long 
as it’s just us criminals. There are other issues as 
well…I’ve been here since September, 2013 and 
seen so many disruptive things. The health care 
is insane. We had a lady return from the hospital 
after having a stillborn baby, and another lady [is] 
having a miscarriage as I speak. She told them 
[DCJ] 24 hours ago it was happening and they 
just now took her to medical! Why should our 
children suffer from the lack of care, and atti-
tudes of the DCJ staff? It is nice to get this off my 
chest. Thank you for listening – GED

C.O.’s ask: ‘Is every room in the pod this cold?’
Assalamualaikum (Peace be upon you)
   How’s everything going with you guys? Yes, I 
did see the work that you guys put in on New 
Year’s–Great Job! To answer you question about 
the books you said you sent two months ago, no 
I haven’t received them. Try putting (full name) 
when you send them and my jail #. They’ll make 
any excuse not to give you your mail. With my 
full name and my jail # it shouldn’t be a prob-
lem. Please send me all books and reading ma-
terial you have or can find about Islam. Thank 
you in advance. Well, as you can see I’m still 
here (L.O.L.) Hence the letter. It’s been fifteen 
months. But I leave it in Allah’s hands. He will 
return me home to my loved ones insha’allah 
(God willing).
    Just last week we had a five man fight in 
the pod 5A. A bunch of young guys 18-19 they 
sent them to the “Hole” but yet they put the 
whole pod on lockback. No phone, no shower 
24 hours a day in the cell. But yet we had noth-
ing to do with it. The guys that were involved 

were sent to the “Hole.” (SMH) the heat still 
not on. And it’s colder in here than it is outside. 
I know this because the C.O.’s walk around in 
their coats all day asking us “is every room in the 
pod this cold?” When they open our cell door 
to feed us (SMH).
    Just recently I went to court and my law-
yer Lisa Williams said she has to drop my case, 
something about a conflict between her and 
judge Hudson. Then last week I get legal mail 
saying that the court appointed me a new law-
yer on my case…and guess who that new law-
yer is? Yep, you guessed it, Lisa Williams (LMAO). 
This NC judicial system is so messed and mixed 
up they don’t know if they’re coming or going. I 
just pray to Allah that this be over with so I can 
get back to my beautiful city “Washington, D.C.” 
Keep me in your prayers and I’ll keep you in 
mines. Please try to send me some books ASAP. 
Thank you guys for the support . Keep up the 
good work.
Your brother in struggle,    - N.B.C.

before there was  nothing she could do for me.
     Also, our cells are COLD. They have not 
turn the heat on yet and there are cracks in the 
wall and windows so the cold air come into the 
rooms so that is not helping my neck problems. 
We have to use tooth paste to fill in the cracks 

when we find them to help keep the cold air 
out.
    So, anyway, I hope you and the (IOA) family 
had a great Christmas and we will be looking 
forward to seeing you on New Year’s Eve.
In the struggle,     - K.F.
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“I wonder how much time I can take from them today?”
    It’s nice to hear from you. I’m doing good. I 
have started this little workout group in here. 
There is six of us in total. I started it in hopes 
to raise the spirits, mine included. It has seemed 
to work, in all of us. My court dates have been 
pushed back, which is whatever. I have not yet 
got the books from you but this jail is slow. I do 
like to read, so I thank you for that.
    I think protesting on the 31st is an awesome 
idea. This jail is pretty messed up. When I first 
arrived here they let us out at 9 am. Now for no 
reason that has been explained we don’t come 
out until 10 am. On top of that the thing that 
bothers me the most is when it comes to lock-
back time. If we don’t lock back on time, they 
will lock us back for longer. But when it comes to 
being let out, we hardly ever come out on time. 
Then when the pod officer gets the call to let 
us out they take their sweet time in doing it. It is 
as if it’s a game to them (“I wonder how much 
time I can take from them today?”). It’s pathetic.
   I haven’t heard about the pencil petition but 

‘When a C.O. or Police 
Officer does something…’

    What’s up, ___. I’m just surviv-
ing in here. My lawyer told me I’m 
going to prison. Guess what? I’m 
locked back again. This time I’m in 
the hole. Anyway, I did get the items 
you sent me. Thank you. It is crazy 
how that 17 year old boy (Jesus 
Huerta) got killed.
    Regarding this jail? I hate it. The 
pencil ban is stupid, you get in 
trouble for the stupidest things. But 
when a C.O. or police officer does 
something they just get put on 
leave (with pay). I say take the pay 
and fire their ass. I’m in the hole for 
fighting a grown ass man that acted 
his shoe size and not his age!
   Since the 4 months I’ve been 
here I have only ordered one soap, 
deodorant and other hygiene. Now 
it has ran out and my mom said she 
didn’t have any money…

I’m in a pod where they haven’t taken out 
pencils. What’s funny about that is the guards 
make us do a cell inspection when we move 
into a cell, so if the guards did their job then 
pencils wouldn’t be an issue. During the cell in-
spection, nothing is on the walls. When inmates 
leaves cell, guard inspects cell. If wall is written 
on, charge or fine inmate. It’s that easy. But they 
don’t want to do that because it would involve 
a little bit more work.
     Yes, I have heard about the 17-year old (Jesus 
‘Chuy’ Huerta) and I’m ANGRY about it, be-
cause the cops do what they want and almost 
always are able to cover it up. I’ve only heard 
the same you have.
    Thank you for what you said (responding to 
what I said) about my past childhood. I agree 
with what you say and I have been working on 
those things.
    Hope to hear back from you.
 - L.A.
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‘I overturn the ban’
 I’m good, man. Just chillin.The C.O. don’t do shit 
to stop fights. If you tell the C.O.s they put you 
on reclass. And the C.O.s pick on you until you 
leave. Now if you get in a fight you are guaran-
teed to get 25-30 days on disciplinary lockback. 
And the C.O.s still picks on you. Now, the pencil 
ban is kind of crazy. I overturn the pencil ban by 
fishing in my vent for a dull pencil, then trade it 
with the C.O.s (during rec time) and they never 
know what happen, but now I have a sharp pen-
cil in my room and they don’t even know it.
     I barely order commissary, so everyone in the 
jail just need to stop ordering until they drop 
the prices. But aint no way with the nasty ass 
food they feed us, unless we starve ourselves. 
Which ain’t gone happen… - E.D.

“They would love for us to act out 
in a violent demonstration…”
    I’m writing this letter because I just found out 
about your group and your newsletter (feed-
back). I am hoping my letter will be published 
in your next issue. First off, I would like to thank 
you for being a fellow soldier in the war against 
injustice. I have been in the Durham County jail 
for 40 days and it has been the worst experi-
ence I’ve encountered. I’m not new to jail or 
prison, this being my 4th county jail in 3 states 
(PA, MD, NC). I also spent 10 years in prison. 
Never have I saw a jail that has no regard for 
inmate rights like Durham County Jail. I am a 
Muslim and when I asked for a Qu’ran, the Sgt. 
(AK Mims) told me I should “leave that crap 
alone and read the bible..” I’m forced to make 
salat (prayer) on a cement floor with no rug 
and have been discriminated on several times 
by different guards. They even pound on my 
door while I pray. The food they feed us is just 
enough to survive. And when we sent out mail 
with no funds it takes weeks for them to send 
it out. Sometimes the mail that we receive is 
weeks old. Also, if you do not have a paid at-
torney and are charged with a felony you will sit 
here for 6 months without a hearing. I believe 
there is a solution to this problem. But it will 
take all of us inmates to stand up for what’s right. 
No violence needed, just stop purchasing com-
missary from Aramark and purchasing (phone 
minutes from) Paytel. They would love for us to 
act out in a violent demonstration so that we 
can be charged, locked back and subjected to 
more cruel treatment. But if we hit them where 
it hurts (the pocket) and do it legally our de-
mands will be met. Hopefully this letter will be 
the start of some conversations about taking a 
stance against the modern day slavery going on 
in DCJ. Until next time, all my brothers and sis-
ters trapped behind these walls stay strong.
Peace,
 - B. T.

‘Every time I try to do right 
it backfires’
    Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Yes, 
I also had failure to pay (probation fees). How 
can I pay probation when I make only $116-
$125 a week? Rent alone is $110-$125 a week. 
How can I also buy food? My food stamps got 
cut off when I started to work. My fee was $40 a 
month. I can’t pay rent and probation. CJRC had 
a house on E. Club Blvd. You had to request an 
extension every two weeks. Yes, rent was free. 
But my extension ran out after 20 weeks. They 
wouldn’t approve my extension. So I moved 
in with my girlfriend. They knew where I was. 
But due to the terms of my probation, I wasn’t 
allowed to stay there. Yes, I know about Jesus. 
How about that correctional officer who killed 
that inmate? He got 2-year suspended sentence 
and only 90 days jail time. Where is the justice 
in that? This is my first violation of probation. 
It isn’t fair. It seems like every time I try to do 
right it backfires. What they’re trying to do to 
me is unfair…My girl is struggling. I can’t get no 
stamps or money in to buy what I need, (like) 
my hygiene items. This state stuff just makes you 
smell worse.
    This justice system is really messed up. They 
are more crooked than the inmates. Please keep 
sending books and letters. Your letters give me 
strength and encouragement. It lets me know 
that there are people who see inmates as hu-
mans instead of the animals that society thinks 
we are. In struggle, - D. H.
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“It only matters what side of the line you’re on”
    Good to hear from you! I’m good and my 
Christmas was just another day down. I don’t 
and haven’t celebrated Christmas for 12 years 
now so it didn’t bother me. But I will pass on 
the message and maybe others will write you 
about it.
    I did see the protest on the news and it 
makes me sick to think how many people are 
buying into the bullshit sold through the news. I 
wish I had been at that protest because…well, it 
would have been interesting. 
    Now for the more important stuff. I did get 
the newsletter and did enjoy it, but I am both-
ered by some of what others say. Like one per-
son says that the justice system does not work 
for the blacks and browns. Well, I’m white and 
am probably sitting in this jail with the highest 
bond and my charge is only attempted first 
degree murder. I have a — bond and know of 
people with capital murder charges with 1 or 
2 million dollar bonds. Color has nothing to 
do with it. It only matters what side of the line 
you’re on. There’s plenty of Blacks that are law-
yers, D.A.’s and judges so the whole color issue 
can be thrown out the door.
     What needs to happen is gang bangers of all 
gangs need to smarten up, stop killing each oth-
er. We’re all on the same side of the law. What I 
say next is probably not the kind of stuff you can 
put in a newsletter but it needs to be said. Gang 
bangers kill each other for turf, colors, respect, 
disrespect, but at the end of the day there’s one 
gang that everyone bitches about but only a se-
lect few have the balls to do anything to: the 
cops. (They) are a part of the government and 
the government is the most corrupt and biggest 
gang out there. So like I said stop killing each 
other if you feel the need to kill you mise well 
make a difference. Just look what they did to 
little ‘Chuy’ Huerta. They killed him cold blooded 
are now getting away with it. Months ago they 
killed a mentally challenged kid by shooting him 
in the back, and around the same time gunned 
down a 64-year-old woman. In both cases they 
got away with it. And what’s even sicker is you 
got all these inmates doing the cops’ jobs. How 
you ask? Killing each other is one way and rat-
ting on other inmates is another. The cops would 
be nothing without their rats. I can say this, I 
wouldn’t be here if people hadn’t ratted on me.

Just take the news almost every night the news 
say “police are looking for your help” anyone 
with info is asked to call “crimestoppers” and 
don’t you know you got some Joe Smo trying 
to be a hero but then month or so later Joe 
Smo gets in trouble by the same pigs he helped 
out. How ironic.
    What people need to do is smarten the 
fuck up and realize cops are not your friends 
like schools trick you into believing. They’re li-
ars, they only care about themselves, they’re 
crooked and they’re killers, and yet still hun-
dreds of people help them do their jobs. And 
why do so many people do this for 10 seconds 
of fame on the news. For what, you’re forgotten 
as soon as they move to the next story. What 
people  need to do is stop fighting each other 
and come together. Rise up against the injustice, 
all colors, black, brown, white, red, blue, yellow 
all all the rest and take what we deserve, what’s 
ours
“FREEDOM”
    Sorry, ____, I understand if you can’t share 
some of what I said but every bit of it is the 
truth. I also included my favorite poem…
It’s called Invictus, by William Ernest Henley.
Invictus means unconquerable in latin.
A fellow warrior
 - L. A.

“This is not justice. Justice for who? 
This is a big money carousel. If 
you’ve got enough of it and are 
willing to part with it, certain things 
could play out in your favor. Your 
stay in prison could be made a 
little more comfortable depending 
on which facility/institution you’re 
assigned to. There are “shysters” 
in prison jumpsuits and there are 
“shysters” in authoritative positions. 
This is no secret!”   — M.N.
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“Until the last beat of my heart”
Hey Man,
   HAPPY NEW YEARS
Heard you guys outside!
  …Loved the new newsletter : Feedback was 
great!
    As for me I want my name used from here 
on out…Fuck em’
   They can’t hurt me and I’m not scared of 
them!! A few others feel the same way. We don’t 
want to hide behind “pseudonyms” if that’s the 
right word.
…I will carry on with my lawsuits from prison:
1) pencils (still have not heard from clerk?)
2) PayTel –40% WOW
3) Aramark 26% 10% & 10% Crazy!
  Always fighting,
 - Jean-Claude

P.S.

Difficulties break some men but make others. 
No axe is sharp enough to cut the soul of a sin-
ner who keeps on trying, one, armed with the 
hope that he will rise, even in the end.
 – Nelson Mandela

 I fight, they knock me down, I get up and fight 
some more, back down I go, slower to rise but 
rise I will to fight yet again until my last breath 
until the last beat of my heart. I fight for fairness 
and justice with my very life. I fight.
 - Jean-Claude Rinehart, 1/2014

“That is some straight bullshit…”
     Hey, wat’s up. Sorry for not responding 
sooner I just got your letter. I think they’re 
holding back people’s mail. How y’all been, 
I’ve been doing ok myself just tryna hang 
in there. I’m on my 3rd set in court, I got 
court in February, hopefully be shipped off 
in March, I really pray everything goes good 
for me. I saw the feedback. It looks AWE-
SOME. I got some news that really sucks: 
on visitation days they only give us 20 min-
utes, but now they tryna cut our time to 15 
minutes. That is some straight bullshit, and 
then if we don’t get out of the visitation 
booth on time they lock us back–that ain’t 
right. I’ve been locked up 1 year now and it 
is really depressing sometimes and the bad 
thing is that they don’t even give me my 
medication for my ADHD.
    …I was wondering if you could send 
some more books like a comic type book, 
and some drawing paper, that would be 
great. Well, I hope you take care and hope 
to hear from you soon.
Sincerely,
 - K.O.N.
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Questions with no answers 
Thanks for the books…I really appreciate it.
They have me on a probation violation. I was 

homeless. Just got a job working. How can I pay 
rent and probation on only $130. A week. Most 
rent costs $125 or more, and probation is $40 
a month. How can I buy food, pay rent and pro-
bation on that? If I had an address I wouldn’t be 
in here now. They are trying to give me 17-30 
months. Even after that where will I go when I 
get out? They won’t even try to reinstate my 
probation. If they could I know I can find a place 
to go. CJRC is what caused this whole mess. It is 
making me depressed. 

In struggle,
D.H.

‘An Unfortunate Event’: Whole pod locked back for 
a fight; minor beaten badly
Hey,

Hope everything is good with you. Well let 
me first say I just received your letter you sent 
out on Nov. 2nd.

Now on to the new unfortunate event that 
us here in 4C had. I came back from (another 
pod) on the night of the 29th and on the night 
of the 30th there was a fight in 4C. Some guys 
jumped a young 17 year old boy for some rea-
son unbeknownst to me. Now here is what hap-
pened. The pod officer was a nasty acting lady 
the name of Mrs. Jackson on this particular night 
she popped all the doors and everybody came 
out now the young boy went into or was pulled 
into lucky cell #6 and fought or beaten he was 
by the end of it, bleeding from the nose badly. 
Now the C.O. Mrs. Jackson was too busy chat-
ting it up with some of the other young inmates 
and was not paying attention to what was going 
on so this fight lasted on about 10-15 minutes. 

Then she sees what is going on and calls code 
10-40--they all come running, lock down the 
pod and keep the whole pod locked back till 
today, Nov. the 4th which is bullshit. All the par-
ties involved with the fight were taken to the 
hole. And the jail staff wants to show that they 
have control. Now my belief is the jail is liable 
monetarily for this said 17 year old boy’s beating 
and I can’t for the life of me understand this 5 
day lock back and we are still only now let out 
of our cells once a day. With no explanation. All 
the inmates in 4C are very upset about all this 
and some have written about it that I have put 
in this letter. Well that’s it 4 now. Write back if 
you have any specific questions about this that 
I could help clear up. Keep up the good work.

One of many,
D. W. D.

MAJOR COUCH or anyone else:
On Wednesday October 30th, a physi-

cal altercation occurred in one of the inmates 
cells. Due to this altercation we were locked 
down for 4 days with no 1 hour recreation 
within the 72 hour span. We were just placed 
on half-and-half. Before the altercation, Officer 
Jackson popped all of the inmates doors from 
the computer, which is against the rules. She 
then popped the inmates room that the alterca-
tion occurred in by computer again and failed 
to make sure the door was secure afterwards. 
Third, she was not thoroughly observing the 
pod, because they were fighting for at least one 
whole minute which is a long time to be fighting. 
The only reason she knew what was happening 
is because a crowd gathered in the middle of 
the pod telling them to stop, and the door flew 
open. We as the pod should not be punished 
due to the pod officers’ poor duties, this should 

“We should not be punished due to 
the pod officer’s poor duties”

be corrected because there were clear viola-
tions stemming from the pod officer. We have 
nothing to do with what occurred.

Thank you.
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Hey bro,
Got your letter yesterday wishing me a happy birthday. Thank you! I really would like to see a 

flyer on the pencil ban. This past Monday I filed a civil lawsuit claiming the policy violated 1st, 5th, 
6th, and 14th Amendment rights. Only problem is I wasn’t able to make copies so I sent all origi-
nals to the clerk in hopes they will return to me a full copy! We’ll see…All I asked for was an “in-
junction enjoining DCDC by and through Sheriff Andrews” from further practice of this policy…

. . . I signed my plea last Friday. Won’t be sentenced til January. Sure could use you guys in court 
to speak specifically about the judge practicing judicial economy in my case…

How is spending over $30,000 a year to house me practical in comparison to the $1,000 theft 
and damage?  Minimum will be $200,000 for 6 years!

When the alternative…say drug court for 18 months would be less than ¼ that amount with 
a very good prognosis considering I had 8.5 years CLEAN and SOBER.

Also, voice how the D.A.’s office is being OVERZEALOUS and not a good steward of county/
state money in this case… THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES…

Thanks bro,  I.B.P.

“Jails are a business” 
Hey ____,

Unfortunately I did not catch (the) demon-
stration but I trust it was a good show if the 
cops were taking pictures. Cops are so stupid 
anything they feel is a threat they will investigate 
and during the investigation if they have to they 
will break the rules.

I’m glad you enjoyed my last letter. It means 
a lot to me to know that I’m not the only one 
that’s at least on a similar road as I am. I will 
agree that in Durham I see more Blacks and 
Browns in jail than whites, but that has a lot to 
do with the population of Browns and Blacks 
are bigger here. If you were to go . . . where I’m 
from you would see that race has nothing to do 
with the people in jail.

Here’s the thing I believe that the reasons for 
jails and prisons are simple: to show the popula-
tion that the government has control over the 
people. That at any given moment for any stu-
pid fucking charge they can step in and do what 
they want. I’ve previously done 2 years in federal 
prison and I met so many people in jail for dumb 
shit. I met one guy who was charged with being 
a paper terrorist. Then there’s so many people 
doing 10 plus years for conspiracy. There was 
one guy doing 7 years for conspiracy to com-
mit bank robbery just because him and others 
talked about it then some people told on him. I 
met a guy that got 12 years for a gram and a half 
of crack. Jails are a business. More people in jail, 
more money the state can claim at the end of 
the year. It’s all about money and power.

If there’s one thing I absolutely believe in, it’s 

Political-Judicial Economy?

that the government is crooked and needs to 
be brought down. I mean let’s look at the revo-
lutionary war, they say a main factor in that war 
was due to taxes, yet we still pay taxes on every-
thing and what’s sick is that by us paying taxes 
that’s how the cops get paid, the correctional 
guards get paid and how the good for nothing 
governors get to enjoy all their donuts and cof-
fee. Believe me, I understand what you’re say-
ing about all the white supremacy things, but in 
keeping the white supremacy factor alive, you’re 
in a way attacking all whites making it brown and 
black vs. whites. Not all whites (even though a 
lot do), but not all whites agree with what cops 
are doing, therefore you’re losing potential sol-
diers for your war. Think about this, if you found 
some white person to stand up and say how 
fucked up things are, chances are other whites 
will listen to him/her before a brown or black, 
therefore adding more soldiers to your army. 
Everything you say is valid and I respect and 
understand it all. All I’m saying is it’s time to be 
open to new ideas. The cops know this because 
they don’t push away any race who wants to 
join their force. They know by having multiple 
races sends multiple messages.

“To beat them, you must know them. To 
know them, you must understand them.”

So this week, I’m taking a –year plea deal so 
I won’t be in Durham much longer, but I want 
to continue on writing and wherever I go I can 
spread the word. So I will write you all as soon 
as I get to my prison.

Until then fight on.
N.C.
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Solidarity shines brightly on New Year’s Eve
“I think the protest on the 31st is 
an awesome idea. This jail is pretty 
messed up…It is as if it’s a game to 
them–’I wonder how much time I can 
take from them today?’ It’s pathetic.”

— Durham jail prisoner

“Me and my cell mate will be looking 
for you all on New Year’s Eve.” 

— another Durham prisoner

Prisoners at Durham County 
Detention Center saw and heard 
demonstrators on New Year’s Eve, 
as dozens of people joined together 
to drum, chant, dance, and light up 
the night sky and show their solidar-
ity with those locked up in Durham 
and around the world. Carrying 
signs and banners with messages 
such as “Outside to Inside: You are 
not forgotten,” “Prison: Slave Ships 
on Dry Land,” “(Love) for All Prison 
Rebels,” and “Happy New Year to All Humans,” 
the demonstrators continued their percussion, 
dancing and skateboarding for nearly two hours, 
bringing tidings of love and rage to three differ-
ent sides of the jail, to facilitate maximum expo-
sure to inmates. In addition to the steady and 
raucous noise made by drums, pie tins, kazoos, 
and other noisemakers, a number of paper lan-
terns were launched into the night sky at differ-
ent points in the evening, making for a beautiful 
scene and an apt metaphor: the fire of freedom 
burns strongly inside and outside for as far as 
the eye can see–and beyond. 

 “It was awesome,” a first-time New Year’s 
Eve demonstrator said afterward. “Everyone 
had a lot of energy, and the drums are really 
loud.”

 Not surprisingly, the demonstrators were 
scrutinized from the moment they congregated 
by sheriff ’s deputies, Durham police, private se-
curity forces, and two ‘undercover’ dogwalkers.

 Given recent actions by police at Durham 
demonstrations, their reaction was relatively 
tame, though the constant photographing, film-
ing and general surveillance should be seen 
as an attempt to intimidate and heighten the       

repression of any display of resistance. Never-
theless, the noise demonstration began at just 
after 7:30 p.m. and continued unabated until al-
most 9:30. The demo marked the third year in a 
row such a solidarity protest has occurred at the 
downtown Durham facility on New Year’s Eve. 
The protests coincide with others around the 
world, showing a unified hatred for prisons and 
the society that accepts them, as well as a rec-
ognition and support of the bold and creative 
self-activity of prisoners who daily attempt in 
little and huge ways to remake their/our world. 
Durham jail prisoners specifically have come to-
gether to try to repeal a ban on pencils in cells, 
as well as struggling against cutbacks in rec time, 
and arbitrary and brutal c.o. attacks.

 Prisoners and demonstrators waved, signed 
messages and held their fists high, momentarily 
breaching the walls that seek to keep them 
apart. In keeping with the general mood of New 
Year’s Eve, the demonstration was festive and 
spirited, as many people wore party hats and 
funny glasses, and some marched, danced and 
skateboarded on the streets and sidewalks near 
the jail, before finally marching away in unison at 
the conclusion.

A paper lantern lights up the night sky as demonstrators 
show their support to those inside. 
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“Shelf Life” depicts a Pelican Bay SHU prisoner’s 
sense of isolation – his communications censored, 
he’s left on the shelf, abandoned. Drawing: Michael D. 
Russell, C-90473, PBSP SHU D7-217, P.O. Box 7500, 
Crescent City CA 95532.

Illinois prisoners refuse food, then water 
in protest

Prisoners at Menard Correctional Center in 
Illinois in late January began a hunger strike in 
order to gain concessions from prison adminis-
trators in relation to different types of segrega-
tion statuses. Specifically, prisoners are request-
ing a process for review of 
their status, a rule/orien-
tation manual about high 
security unit, a behavior-
incentive program, and a 
real process for review of 
grievances. Despite retalia-
tion by officers the brave 
hunger strikers have stood 
firm and have since begun refusing water as 
well in an effort to get immediate face-to-face     
hearings.

Three ICE detainees begin hunger strike 
in Pennsylvania

At least three detainees at the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention cen-

ter and prison in York, Pennsylvania have begun 
fasting to protest what they and their communi-
ties say is unfair targeting of immigrants by law 
enforcement. Their families and supporters de-
cry hyper-aggressive deportations and policies 
that lead to the breaking up of families and dif-
ficulties making ends meet. More than 800 peo-

ple are detained at the ICE 
facility in York. Since begin-
ning the strike the men 
have been threatened 
with solitary confinement, 
but they have also gar-
nered much support from 
the community. Says Pilar 
Molina, whose husband Is-

rael Hernandez was detained in January and is 
now striking, “Now, I have to do everything by 
myself. I have to be mom and dad at the same 
time. And especially [when they’re] asking those 
questions, ‘Mom, when’s my dad going to come 
home?’ And they’re afraid that they’re not going 
to release them,” Molina said.

News from elsewhere . . . 

Self-identified New Afrikan Black Revolutionaries incarcerated at Pelican Bay Secure Housing 
Unit (SHU) in Crescent City, CA, recently initiated a Human Rights FIrst Amendment Campaign 
in order to combat the way the prison censors the materials they and others in the unit can send 

and receive. Under the premise of limiting gang materials 
and communication, the captors have inhibited the abil-
ity of these and all prisoners to know themselves, their 
history, and to carve a new possible future. The aim of 
the campaign is to organize teams of prisoners, who will 
investigate possible first amendment and censorship viola-
tions and, in conjunction with people on the outside, will 
publicize these abuses far and wide and try to overturn 
them. They are currently fighting the arbitrary censoring of 
all Swahili-language materials and the banning of the book 
by the late prisoner activist-revolutionary George Jackson, 
Blood in My Eye. The public launching of the human rights 
campaign comes on the heels of significant strides made 
by prisoners at Pelican Bay in organizing efforts over the 
past several years. 

Black revolutionary prisoners launch First Amendment campaign
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From a state prisoner who heard about IOA from 
prisoners who used to be in the Durham jail.

…Hopefully our contact info can be utilized 
to reach greater heights within the struggle. I am 
very impressed by your group’s activism, and 
feel empowered to begin a similar initiative for 
the Forsyth Co. Detention Center in Winston-
Salem. I have been researching, at length, on the 
prima facie judicial system, and the many frauds 
that are perpetuated upon the unsuspecting 
masses…‘Nobody comes to jail/prison unless 
some form of contract is signed.’ Alert individu-
als to be careful when signing paperwork. 

. . . I feel that the wall of fear is a greater hin-
drance than any one factor at our current point 
in life. Fear has frozen our minds, our hearts, and 
our tongues, which gives the oppressors total 
control over us. We only begin to live, Brother 
—, when we are not afraid to die for our be-
liefs. I am willing to face my oppressor with my 
head held high, for I know that 
I am right for feeling cheated, 
abused, and systematically jailed 
for the benefit of Wall Street. 
If I can do anything to ensure 
my posterity a true shot at life 
then best believe it is already 
done. Many times, I notice, we 
(the oppressed) complain about 
the wrong issues. Rather than 
complaining about our enslaved 
conditions, tell me, why aren’t 
we complaining about the fact 
that we are even slaves in the 
first place? To, in your words, 
“disrupt the justice system” it 
is going to take a great deal of 
truth Brother. By showing that 
there is an implemented game 
plan at work, and not ‘random’ 
crime that has our neighbor-
hoods, and now schools, under 
attack. There are others, like us, 
with a true desire for a better 
tomorrow, and by uniting in our 
struggle, we grow stronger. And 
this is what the ‘establishment’ 
should FEAR! Through knowl-

edge of , and acceptance of, not only our past, 
but also our present will we begin to overcome 
the poverty, drug abuse and self-inflicted geno-
cide. In reference to (books), I am always thirst-
ing for literature. I can really use a dictionary, as 
well as any books on historical America. Or any 
material that you think I would find interesting 
brother…I plan on informing other men in here 
about the books and your group activities so 
be on the lookout for more letters from L—. 
Hopefully in a month or so we’ll be chatting 
and working on a joint effort of some sort. If 
not then, then the future isn’t so far away. Again, 
thank you for your time and consideration, and 
I look forward to your response. Take care out 
there, and fight the tireless fight with the fervor 
and determination that freedom affords. I’ll do 
the same from within, and maybe, just maybe, 
we’ll find a weak spot in this beast.

In struggle,
B.E.D.

‘Fear has frozen our minds, our hearts, and our tongues’


