
 Good evening, DPAC show-goers. Welcome to downtown Durham. If you’ve paid $40-50 for a chance to chat 
with newly famous defense attorneys Dean Strang and Jerry Buting, then presumably you have some interest in “justice.” 
So, before you enter the DPAC, or as you wait inside for the event to start, we hope you’ll consider what happens inside 
the twin behemoth structures directly across from the DPAC: the Durham County jail and the so-called “Justice Center.” 

	 The	specifics	of	Steven	Avery’s	case	are	unique,	but	wrongful convictions are common in Durham – and there are 
plenty of other ways people are denied “justice” across the street, too. More than 90% of criminal cases in the U.S. 
end in plea bargains, and Durham is no exception. Inmates at the Durham County jail (among the lowest income earners 
in the city, and overwhelmingly black and brown) regularly plead guilty to escape awful conditions in the jail, and/or to 
gain access to religious freedom, educational resources, and even life-saving medical treatment denied to them while 
they are awaiting trial (which can take years — in Durham, there’s a minimum two-year wait time for a murder trial.)

 We welcome any conversation on justice happening in Durham. And what better place to start than with the 
words of some of our neighbors from inside those gray walls?

”I’m going to be leaving soon, cause I got 9 months of prison when I went to court. I know, I didn’t want to 
take the time, but I took it because I wanted out so bad and pay for it later. The court and this jail work 
together to get people to take pleas, so they go home or to prison, but out of here.” — G.F.

“I sit here and watch inmates rush to take plea bargains, not caring what it is just to get out of 
here in the blink of an eye because nobody wants to do time under these conditions making us 
feel like slaves. This jail is bullshit. They will have you sitting for years until a case is taken to 
court. You liable to forget your case by just going mentally crazy in here.” — T.A. 

“We want to speak out about all the things wrong about this jail. From the molded bread they feed us, to 
the now COLD shower water, power surges, crooked, hateful d.o.’s, and even the dirty mold-infested show-
ers and cells. This is no way to live. Being held for he say she say, when they can’t even prove they have 
the right people. Each day we get shitted on in some kind of way. . . They don’t care if we live or die in 
here.” — D.B. and C.J. 

 For 36 consecutive weeks last year, the Durham jail was the site of weekly protests against a jail-wide “lockback” 
that	had	detainees	confined	in	their	small	cells	for	all	but	six	hours	per	week.	Between	January	2015	and	January	2016,	
at least three people died in the Durham jail. One was denied potentially life-saving medical treatment. Another suf-
fered	from	epilepsy,	was	not	given	his	proper	medication,	and	was	locked	alone	in	his	cell,	despite	frequent	seizures.	
These	tragic	deaths	were	followed	by	more	protests	and	vigils	at	the	jail.	Officials	at	DPAC,	the	venue	hosting	tonight’s	
“Conversation on Justice,” literally shielded show-goers from these demonstrations, covering the lobby windows with 
screens and curtains. Out of sight, out of mind? Not if we can help it.

	 The	Durham	jail,	the	“Justice	Center,”	and	the	DPD	headquarters	are	all	sites	where	crime	and	criminals	are	produced.	
Just like the criminal justice system made Steven Avery a murderer, these Durham institutions make murderers and 
make criminals every day.  Furthermore, besides the tragic jail deaths-by-neglect, police in Durham have murdered	five	
men in the past three years. In tonight’s conversation and beyond, we urge you to bring up what’s happening right here, 
within a stone’s throw of DPAC.  The U.S. criminal justice system isn’t broken. It is designed to turn poverty and the experi-
ence of oppression into “crime,” especially when the “criminals” are black and brown. As designed, the system is working 
perfectly. Conversations on justice are a decent place to start, but we must also listen to those most directly affected by 
jails and prisons, organize around their shared concerns, and act together against the entire system to transform it. 

“The way they treat ’em in there, it turns you against Durham. It turns me against Durham. 
If	I	were	him	(my	son)	and	they	told	me,	‘—,	you’re	free,’	I’d	be	just	like	a	bird	and	fly	away	
from here... The thing is you get used to living like that and you got to try to learn how to 
live all over again. They produce criminals. Jail produces what? Crime and criminals. 
You see how big this jail is before us here? Before long you know it, they’ll be building it 
bigger or building another one, to house all the criminals they have produced. Instead of 
that, this place across the street here (DPAC), why don’t they build a place bigger than that 
where we can help people?” — Paul, whose son was detained recently in the Durham County jail
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A MESSAGE FROM INSIDE-OUTSIDE ALLIANCE

STAY TUNED FOR CONTINUED CONVERSATIONS ON JUSTICE IN DURHAM (FREE OF CHARGE!):
amplifyvoices.com ~ Facebook: Inside-Outside Alliance ~Twitter: @InsideOutsideNC ~ insideoutsidealliance@gmail.com


